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I. REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest for this appeal is: 

CORTEC OOD 

II. RELATED APPEALS, INTERFERENCES, AND JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

There are no other appeals, interferences, or judicial proceedings which will 
directly affect or be directly affected by or have a bearing on the Board's decision in this 
appeal. 
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III. 



STATUS OF CLAIMS 



A. 



Total Number of Claims in Application 



There are 9 claims pending in application. 



B. 



Current Status of Claims 



1. 



Claims canceled: 1, 9 



2. 



Claims withdrawn from consideration but not canceled: 0 



3. Claims pending: 2-8, 10-11 

4. Claims allowed: 2-8 

5. Claims rejected: 10-11 

C. Claims On Appeal 

The claims on appeal are claims 10-11. 

IV. STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

Applicants did not amend the application after Final Rejection. 

V. SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

Natural cork has a pliable and non calibrated surface. When used to close an 
opening in a wine bottle, it is in cylindrical form. These characteristics make the 
application of decorations to the cork surface by any method difficult. Those 
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difficulties are magnified should it be attempted to apply a multicolored image to the 
cylindrical cork surface. 

The Applicants discovered how to overcome the inherent difficulties of 
applying a multicolored image to a cylindrical natural cork surface. Their printing 
process is novel and unobvious, and claims to the process have been allov^ed. The 
product achieved, a polychromatically decorated non-calibrated cylindrical natural 
cork is the subject of this appeal. 

There are two independent claims. Claim 10 is a product-by-process claim 
specifying the process of allowed claim 2, which is an original claim, thereby providing 
bases, which is also provided by the description from page 3, line 9 from the bottom to 
page 6, line 4. Claim 11 finds basis on page 3, lines 11 and 20-21. 

VI. GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 

Claims 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Sayre (US 5,654,022) in 
view of Lauer (US 6,616,997) - sole rejection advanced in the final rejection mailed 
February 24, 2006. 



VII. ARGUMENT 

Claims 10 and 11 are unobvious over Sayre in view of Lauer 

This application should have been allowed in full a very long time ago. In 
the first merits Action, the process claims were allowed and the product claim rejected. 
The Examiner then offered to allow the case if the product claim was cancelled. 
Applicants declined but the Examiner "misunderstood" and cancelled the claim. 
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Rather than correct the misunderstanding, the Examiner forced Applicants to Petition 
to achieve reinstatement of the product claim. Applicants added a product-by-process 
claim (claim 10) which the Examiner allowed twice. To expedite allowance. Applicants 
then cancelled the traditional product claim but the Examiner responded by 
withdrawing the allowance of the product-by-product claim. Accordingly, Applicants 
then restored the cancelled product claim (as claim 11) to the application and submitted 
a communication explaining why the references did not render the invention obvious, 
that the invention met a long felt need and also illustrated the product. A particularly 
frustrating aspect of the application process is that the Examiner waited until issuing 
the current Final Rejection (the 5th Office Action in this case) to assert a novel 
interpretation of the rejected claims and then refused to allow Applicants to revise the 
claims to eliminate any possibility that the claims could be misinterpreted as the 
Examiner had done. The correct meaning of the claims is discussed below. 

There are two product claims on appeal. Claim 11 calls for a cork having a 
printed image on its non-calibrated cylindrical surface, in which the image is 
polychromatic. Appealed Claim 10 recites the product as that of the method of allowed 
claim 2. This product, whether defined in conventional product language or in 
product-by-process language, is neither taught nor suggested by the combination of 
references on which the Examiner has relied. Indeed, the rejection on appeal is 
predicated on a misreading of the claims. 

1. The Examiner^s Rejection Is Not Based On The Pending Claims 

The claims on appeal are concerned with natural cork which has been 
polychromatically printed. Since the Examiner has located no prior art which is 
relevant to that product, the claims have been reinterpretated to give the term "cork" a 
very different meaning. To justify the new construction of the term, the Examiner has 
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cited a definition of cork found on the internet on the grounds that the PTO is entitled 
to give claims their broadest reasonable interpretation. 

The Examiner's approach to claim construction is in error because it fails to 
recognize is that expression "broadest reasonable interpretation" is just a shorthand for 
the rule that the PTO should give claims their broadest reasonable construction ''in 
li ght of the specification as it would be interpreted by one of ordinary skill in the art /' 
Phillips V, AWH Corp., 415 F.3d 1303, 1316, 75 USPQ 2d 1321, 1329 (Fed. Cir, 
2005)(Emphasis Added). "Importantly, the person of ordinary skill in the art is 
deemed to read the claim term not only in the context of the particular claim in which 
the disputed term appears, but in the context of the entire patent, including the 
specification" and its prosecution history. Id, 415 F.3d at 1313, 75 USPQ2d at 1326. 
When the requirement that the construction be made "in light of the specification as it 
would be interpreted by one of ordinary skill in the art" is observed, the Examiner's 
position, first advanced in the fifth Office Action, on the meaning of the term "cork" is 
both unreasonable and untenable. 

The fact that the cork is natural cork is implicit and fully supported by the 
application as originally filed and moreover, the definition of "cork" was a topic of 
discussion during prosecution for quite some time. 

Thus, the application as originally filed refers cylindrical items made of cork 
on pages 1, 2, 3 and 8. Figure 1 of the application is a picture of a number of corks with 
polychromatic images on them, i.e., what is being claimed. The four corks shown in 
that picture are made of natural cork. The specification shows that "cork" means 
. natural cork. 
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In an Amendment in August 2003, references were distinguished on the 
groxmds that they related to materials made of synthetic materials rather than cork. 
Similarly, in an Amendment filed in January 2005, the Lauer reference was 
distinguished on the grounds it related to synthetic materials rather than cork and the 
in Amendment filed in December 2005 that reference was once again distinguished on 
the grounds it dealt with a synthetic material rather than natural cork. The prosecution 
history also shows that "cork" means natural cork. 

In the Final Rejection, the fifth Office Action in this case, it was stated for the 
first time that the claims did not explicitly disclose of what material the cork is made, 
whether natural cork or a plastic, and an internet dictionary cited in support of a very 
expansive definition that the term "cork" meant any type of stopper. That action 
ignored the admonitions of the Federal Circuit: 



The main problem with elevating the dictionary to such prominence is that it 
focuses the inquiry on the abstract meaning of words rather than on the 
meaning of claim terms within the context of the patent. Properly viewed, 
the "ordinary meaning" of a claim term is its meaning to the ordinary artisan 
after reading the entire patent. Yet heavy reliance on the dictionary divorced 
from the intrinsic evidence risks transforming the meaning of the claim term 
to the artisan into the meaning of the term in the abstract, out of its particular 
context, which is the specification. 

. . .Dictionaries, by their nature, provide an expansive array of definitions. 
General dictionaries, in particular, strive to collect all uses of particular words, 
from the common to the obscure. By design, general dictionaries collect the 
definitions of a term as used not only in a particular art field, but in many 
different settings. In such circumstances, it is inevitable that the multiple 
dictionary definitions for a term will extend beyond the "construction of the 
patent [that] is confirmed by the avowed understanding of the patentee, 
expressed by him, or on his behalf, when his application for the original patent 
was pending.". . . Moreover, different dictionaries may contain somewhat 
different sets of definitions for the same words. A claim should not rise or fall 
based upon the preferences of a particular dictionary editor, or the court's 

7 

DOCSNY-205937v02 



Application No.: 10/031,592 



Docket No.: E4355.0002 



independent decision, uninformed by the specification, to rely on one dictionary 
rather than another. 

Phillips V. AYJH Corp,, 415 F.Sd at 1321-22, 75 USPQ 2d at 1332-33. 

The record here illustrates the validity of part of the Court's warning — 
Applicants made of record a page from the Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 
10th Edition (2001) setting forth a definition of cork which excludes the concept on 
which the Final Rejection sought to rely^ 

The Examiner's attempt to construe "cork'' as meaning any stopper regardless of 
material of construction is xmreasonable. When the term is given broadest reasonable 
construction in light of the specification as it would be interpreted by one of ordinary 
skill in the art, as is required, it means natural cork. 

2. The Appealed Claims. Properly Constnied, Are Patentable 

The primary reference, Sayre, does not teach or suggest the existence of a 
colored image on a cylindrical cork. Instead, it relates to a heat shrink capsule for 
closing flange bottle tops whose openings may, for example, be closed by a cork. The 
Examiner averred that the reference teaches a cork surface with decorations, designs, 
logos or the like on the surface although it failed to "explicitly disclose printing with a 
polychromatic image on the surface" but this is inaccurate and a vast overstatement of 
the disclosure in the reference. Nothing in that disclosure discloses, explicitly or 
implicitly, the existence of a colored decoration, be it monochromatic or polychromatic, 
nor is there any disclosure, explicit or implicit, of how any decoration was achieved. 
There is thus no teaching or suggestion in Sayre of either color or printing. The 



1 Applicants offered by telephone to amend the claims in order to make it even more clear that the cork of 
the claims is natural cork. Because the Examiner advised that the proposed change constituted a new 
issue and would not be entered, such an amendment was not proffered. 
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decorations, etc., may have been paced on the cork surface by burning a design into the 
surface or even by adhering a printed image on paper to the surface with an adhesive. 
The Sayre reference is thus deficient in at least two aspects, namely it does not teach or 
suggest placing anything on the cork surface by printing and secondly, it does not teach 
or suggest a colored image on the surface, much less a polychromatic image, regardless 
of how such an image would be applied. 

The Lauer reference does not overcome either of the deficiencies in Sayre. At 
best, it discloses printing indicia on a non-cork surface. The reference is concerned with 
a synthetic closure made of plastic, possibly encased in an envelope also made of 
plastic, which is used as substitute for cork in order to the avoid various difficulties 
encountered with natural cork. All references to cork in Lauer are limited to being a 
description of cork's limitations or saying the plastic substitute can exhibit the 
appearance of or the desirable sealing properties of cork. When it is indicated that 
indicia can be formed on the synthetic material by, inter alia, conventional printing 
techniques, it must be appreciated that this is a reference to printing on plastic. The 
statement would also be understood by those of ordinary skill in the art as referring to 
an additional advantage exhibited by the synthetic plastic material which is not 
exhibited by cork. There is nothing in this reference which teaches or suggests that 
conventional printing techniques may be used to provide natural cork with indicia and 
beyond this deficiency, there is nothing which teaches or suggest that a colored image, 
much less a polychromatic image, may be achieved by printing on the cork. 

Hence, one of the references on which the appealed rejection relies says, at 
best, there can be something on the surface of a cork. The other reference says you can 
print something on a plastic substitute for cork. Any combination of these references 
results in substituting plastic for cork and then printing on the plastic, but that is not 
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the claimed invention. The alleged justifications for combining the references, namely, 
that it is obvious to combine these references to realize a colored design on cork or a 
"visual appealing appearance of the cork", is not based on any disclosure in the 
references but rather is an after-the-fact expansive revision of their teachings using both 
hindsight and the present invention as a template. This is also apparent from the 
selection, for no stated reason, of conventional printing rather than embossing or 
etching (Lauer, col. 7, 41-43). Indeed, it is not even obvious-to-try (which is insufficient 
under § 103 in any event) printing on a natural cork surface in light of Lauer in that 
there is nothing which would motivate one skilled in the art to even attempt a 
conventional printing process with cork. The surface of the synthetic plastic material in 
Lauer is relatively hard and non-pliable while the surface of cork is relatively soft and 
pliable, thereby presenting very different problems to one who might seek to apply 
something to these surfaces. 

Nothing in Sayre or Lauer, whether considered alone or in combination, teaches 
or suggests that a natural cork having a polychromic image on its non-calibrated 
cylindrical surface can be achieved. 

The Examiner's Final Rejection is untenable and should be reversed. 
VIIL CLAIMS 

A copy of the claims involved in the present appeal is attached hereto as 
Appendix A. 

A copy of the allowed claims is also in Appendix A. 
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IX. EVIDENCE 

A copy of evidence pursuant to §§ 1.130, 1.131, or 1.132 and/or evidence 
entered by or relied upon by the examiner or Applicants that is relevant to this appeal 
is attached hereto as Appendix B. 

X. RELATED PROCEEDINGS 

No related proceedings are referenced in II. above, or copies of decisions in 
related proceedings are not provided, hence no Related Proceedings Appendix is 
included. 

Dated: September 11, 2006 Respectfully submitted. 




Edward A. Meilman 



Registration No.: 24,735 
DICKSTEIN SHAPIRO LLP 
1177 Avenue of the Americas 
41st Floor 

New York, New York 10036-2714 
(212) 277-6500 
Attorney for Applicant 
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APPENDIX A 

Claims Involved in the Appeal of Application Serial No. 10/031,592: 

10. Cork with printed image on its non-calibrated cylindrical surface, 
characterized by that the image is polychromatic and produced by the method of claim 
2. 

11. A cylindrical cork with printed image on its non-calibrated 
cylindrical surface, characterized by the image being polychromatic. 

Claim 2 incorporated by reference in Appealed Claim 10: 

2. Method for printing of polychromatic images on cork, wherein colours 
separation has previously been made, that by using i basic colours, where / = 2 to n 
allows the formation of polychromatic image, the corks are delivered to an operating 
zone, and the corresponding inks according to the number of the basic colours are 
conducted to printing rollers by means of transfer rollers, by oscillation, inks are spread 
over the cylindrical surface of the cartridges for the achievement and the maintenance 
of a regular ink layer characterized by, that corks (1) are successively supplied one after 
the other vertically in the operating zone by gravitation at which the cork (1) that will 
be printed is fixed with its axis in vertical position with the possibility of unlimited 
rotation around the axis of its cylindrical surface, establishing simultaneous contact 
with radically placed fixing devices (7j) where j = 3 torn along the effective diameter of 
the cork (1), by which all fixing devices (7j) come into contact in their corresponding 
contact points thus eliminating the deviations in the cylindrical shape of the 
surrounding surface of the cork (1), then all printing rollers (6i) with diameter equal to 
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the diameter of the cork (1) enter into simultaneous contact with the cylindrical surface 
at the level of the effective diameter of the cork (1), following a simultaneously rotation 
of the cork (1) at one revolution by the fixing devices (7j), that make the turn along with 
the printing rollers (6i) at equal peripheral speed in their contact points with the cork (1) 
surface, while all printing rollers (6i) spread simultaneously the print of the 
corresponding colour (2i) on the colour zone of the cork (1) surface corresponding to 
each roller (6i), according to the previous colour separation, and at the end of the turn, 
the polychromatic image (3) on the surface of the cork (1) is fully made, and then all 
printing rollers (6i) and fixing devices (7j) are drawn back from the cork (1), its axis is 
released and is pulled back from the operating zone, at which in the interval to the next 
loading of the operating zone, the printing rollers (6i) make contact with the 
transporting rollers (5i) to cover their printing relief with the corresponding ink colour, 
and during the printed interval, when the printing rollers (6i) are not in contact with the 
transporting rollers (5i), the latter make contact with intermediate rollers (8i) that are in 
constant contact with the supply surface of the corresponding ink cartridges (4i) for 
each colour and transfer ink to the corresponding intermediate rollers (8i) during the 
whole rotation of each ink cartridge (4i), and all the time while the rotation of each ink 
cartridge (4i) is taking place, the thickness and regularity of the ink layer on its 
transferring surface is additionally maintained within the normal range by oscillating 
spread, being the axis of at least one printing roller (6) during the printing process fixed 
strongly in radial position to the cork (1), and the axes of the remaining printing rollers 
(6) exercise a selective radial pliability to the cork (1) surface. 
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APPENDIX B 

Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 10th Edition (2001) page 257 
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cordon • comer 257 



^ used If 

'41) rj. 

lals or I 
extends 

by ajj. 
>uscorj| 

'P COloBJ 

allop) i 

.1900):, 
a for Iti 

succeeded 
Iga 2: 

.:i 

led in nil, 
1. euryxt^ 
of scverii 



-e or offS 



isket,{r.L 
lit as ani 



hcorml 
ejects fra 



J \»k6r-d'n, -|dan\ n [F, dim. of cord* cord] (15c) . 1 a : an omar 
^1 ord or ribbon b : STRINCKTOURSE 2 a : a line of troops or of 
pieDtal enclosing an area to prevent passage . b : a line of per- 
Meets around a person or place <a of iK>Iice> 3 : an espal- 
5ons or ODj^ fyuit tree trained as a single horizontal shoot or two diverg- 
^^'^l^Srizontal shoots in a single line 

yjgnoiM^' - to form a protective or restrictive cordon around — 

*^i^l»3i^tiar« \k6r-,dd°-sa-ne-*tcr\ « [F, lit, sanitary cordon 
■ vttkic line)] (1920) :.a protective hairier (as of . buffer states) 
^|*5iSt apotcntially aggressive nation or a dangerous influence (as an 

^^^x^Lxk \'kdr-dd-v3n\ attf [OSp cordovano, fr. C&rdova (now C6r- 
icor-dp*™ I ^1591) 1 cap x-. of or relating to Cdrdoba and csp. C6r- 

^""^^'iS 2 i made of cordovan leather 

van n (ca. 1625) 1 : a soft fme-grained colored leather 2 : dense 
^^^^^'^^^^JIi* leather tanned from the inner layer of horsehide 

""""^^JSv Vk6r-d3-,r6i\ n, pi rroys [origin unknown) (ca. 1791) 1 »pl 
>cor'aH:>y^^ ^^^^^loy fabric b : a durable usu. cotton pile fabric with 

'^^J^j^ Of , wales 2 : logs laid side by side transversely to make a 



laid side 



jK^^^ed; ^r»y.ing (1854) : to buUd (a road) of logs 
u'lSSvtransveiscly; also : to build a corduroy road across 
-21i^^A5c6rd-,wan\.« IME cordwane, fr. MF cordoan, fr. OSp cor- 
^1r!^oTdov&nW^^archaic<\ cordovan. leather 
^d^wn^ V^wa-narX n (I4c) • \ archaic : a worker in cordovan leath> 



^fJi^OBMAKER cord-wainHMT V,wa-na-re\ n 
i!^iw2!i vk6rd-.wud\« (ca. 1639) : wood piled or sold in cords 
SS^SSiS'koA ofien attrib [ME] (14c) - 1 : a central and often foun- 
^^hI^S'flSit^usu;'distuict from the enveloping part by a difference in 
'^m^i^6ftthe'city>: as a : the usu. inedible, central part of some 
^ - SiMffi^alpincapplc); esp : the papery or leathery carpels composing 
% '5^S«ned&vary in a pome fruit b-: the portion of a foundry mold 
a ^ ,S^&csithc !iiterioribf a hollow casting c : a vertical space (as for 



1 1 



S^^feStCl) ta mass of iron serving to concentrate and intensify the 
- ^^SpBeW'^csulting 'from a current in a surrounding coil (2) : a 
^ ^^^^I^^hapcd piece of^ihagnetic material (as fcrrite) used in 
I- cimfffi^^^i^est- computer memory consisting of an array 
btc^StOT^56nifinietwires; broadly : the internal memory of a com- 
.-T^^g^jj of a celestial body (as the earth or sun) usu. 
^tiphysicalipropertles from the surrounding parts f : a 



ped up^^^ :^^|^^^.(3^flint. or obsidian) from which flakes have been 
^^^^implements g : the conducting wire, with its insula- 
~ nc>i:able' h : an arrangement of a course of studies that 
l^ic topics material from subjects conventionally 
__«^o provide a common background for all students 
_ml^'ii£>the .place in a nuclear reactor where fission oc- 
l^^^c^: essentia], or enduring part (as of an individual, a 
~|r)i^iUie';staff had a ~ of experts> <the of her be- 
.ssential -meaning : gist <the of the argument> c 
Jf^';ihtimate part <honest to the '~> 3 : a part (as a 
{I'^^enal) removed <from the interior of a mass esp. to 
*^'^oni,'?.'^./ > ■■ 1 • 

lS8(15p).:-tp; remove: a core from — cowern 
^lofj^ME'cfrw'ie chorus, company, perh. fr. L chorus} 
group . of people 

"*"^^M^[il94S) : having a core of a specified kind — 

^mation;'.,:;-. : ■ . • . 

^n^?U}rnist, -1i-j9-\ n (1826) : a person of the same 

^_jC;OTi\ «, p/. -mla Vme-a\ fNL, fr. Gk korema 
o^veepK(1929) : a fruiting body characteristic of 
One^^lrausing Dutch elm disease) that consists of a 
"'^^OTiYascicled hyphae and a terminal fertile or 

e^-^jkdrA n, pi coreopsis [NL, genus name, fr. 
^S^psis;. akin to Gk keirein to cut — more at 
^^uly^ipf a'genus {Coreopsis) of widely cultivated 
'^^^Spwyi flower heads and pinnately lobed or dis- 

, . .... 

i^^r\ n (1963) : a substance that activates a 
* 1j combining with it 

ipe^ !l^^^|^^^^^^B^E^Z3t\ n. (ca;- 1948) : a formal course of study 
imataneously with another 
B^^n-dantV w (1857) : a person named as guilty 
fSS^t in" a' divorce suit 

j!k6^\ [ME, basket, fr. MD corf or MLG kotf, 
^}:Br it v:2L baAet,'tub, or truck. used in a mine 
~SsjFV7ffr.*'cor'dwaif + cr dog; akin to.OIr £i2 

gHpJIJNDl (1926) 1 : CARDIGAN WELSH CORGI 

gl^f^^D-O?*- T .■- 

^^JXr,k6rA-''i3t4r jCLL coriaceus' — more at 
"*^gjlcathcr </-w foUage> 
^ikj6t-€??J;',;'lc6r-, ,kdr-\ n (ME coriandre, fr. 
^fojmandron, koriannon\ (14c) 1 : an Old 
™*wih);*bf.the carrot family with aromatic 
gruit^bficoriander used as a flavoring — 
}f\ i>t " ■ 

^MoX^ff' (1526) 1 ; a native or resident of 
F55>i«r^gate man 
J[W??J^l^tihg to, or characteristic of Corinth 
^^S«^to the lightest and most ornate of the 
^~giai;prders distinguished esp. by its large 
5S^-^i^**»^ leavies — see ORDER illustra- 

^ .-^^?^^AW co«J/r : either of two letters 
K^an* of Corinth and included as books 
^ito:^ table 

^ptlS^'^T^ " (ca. 1946) : the apparent de- 
natis.the result of the Coriolis force 
^^e/»*t;1843 Fr. civil engineer) (1923) 
**t of. the earth's rotation deflects mov- 



ing objects (as projectiles or air currents) to the right in the northern 
hemisphere and to the left in the southern hemisphere ' I 

co*ri*nni Vkor-c-am, 'kor-X n, pt co>ria \-c-»\ [NL, fr. L, leather more 
at CUIRASSl (1836) : DERMIS 

*coiiL VkorkV n [ME, cork, bark, prob. fr. Ar qurq, fr. L aortic-- cortex 
bark ~ more at CU1RASs1(14c) 1 a : the elastic tough outer tissue of 
the cork oak that is used esp. for stoppers and insulation b : PHELLBM 

. 2 : a usu. cork stopper for a bottle or jug 3 : a fishing float . : i 

'corti vt (1535) 1 : to furnish or fit with cork or a cork 2 : to stop up 
with a cork . 3 : to blacken with: burnt cork ■ • . 

cork-age \'k6r-kij\ n (1838) r a charge, (as by a restaurant) for opening a 
bottle of wine bought elsewhere 

cork«board Vk6rk-,b6rd, -,b6rd\ n (ca. 1893) : a heat-insulating materi- 
al made of compressed granulated cork; also : a bulletin, board made 
with this material . . , , . ■ , - 

cork cambiom n (1878) : phellogen 

corited Vk6rkt\ a4r (1830) : CORKY 2 

cork*er Vkor-karV n (1881) I : one that corks containers (as bottles). 2 
: one that is excellent or remarkable. * ... 

cork'ing \'k6r-kiq\ adj or adv (1895) : extremely fine — often used as 
an intensive esp. before good <had a ^ good time> 

cork oak n (1873) : an oak (Quercus suber) of southern Europe and 
northern Africa that is the source of the cork of commerce 

*cork*screw \*k6rk-,skru\ /i (1720) : a device for drawing corks from 
bottles that has a pointed spiral piece of metal turned by a handle - . 

'coi^screw a4f (1815) : resembling a corkscrew : SPIRAL . : 

'corkscrew vt (1837) 1 : wind 2 : to draw out with difficulty 3 : to 
twist into a spiral ^ vi : to move in a winding course . 

cork>wood Vk6rk-,wud\ n (1756) : any of several trees having' light or 
corky wood; esp : a small or shrubby tree {Leitneria floridana) of the 
southeastern U.S. that has extremely light soft wood 

corky \'k6r-ke\ a(^' cork»i»er; -est (1756) Ij resembling cork • 2 : hav- 
ing an unpleasant odor and taste (as from a tainted corkX'-*-' wine> -r- 
corfc*i*iiess Vke-n9$\ n 

coffiB.\'k6rm\ n [NL cormus, fr. Gk kormos tree trunk, fr. keirein to cut 
— more at shear] (1830) : a rounded thick modified underground 
stem base bearing membranous or scaly leaves and buds and acting as a 
vegetative reproductive structure — compare BULB, . tuber - <. •• . i 

coffm*^ Vkdr-mdl, k6r-'me]\ n [dim. of corrn\ (ca. 1900) : a small or seo: 
ondary corm produced by .a larger corm ... 

cor*ino43iit Vkpnn-r9nt, 'kor-tmo-, *k6r-m3-irant\ n- VS/iE corrrteraunt, 
fr. MF cormorant, fn OF cormareng, fr. corp raven .+ marenc of the sea. 
fr. L marinus — more at CORBEL; MARINE] (14c) 1 : any^of a family 
(Phalacrocpracidae) of dark-colored web-footed water birds that have 
a long neck, hooked bill, and distenable throat, pouch 2': a glutton- 
ous, greedy, or rapacious person • . -i ^ 

^om Vk6m\ n, often attrib [ME, fr. GE; akin to OHG.& ON /corn-grain, 
L grartum} (bcf. 12c) 1 chiefly dial : a small hard particle : GRAIN- 2 
: a small hard seed 3 a : the seeds of a cereal grass and esp. of the im- 
portant cereal crop of a particular region (as wheat in Britain, oats in 
Scotland and Ireland, and Indian com in the New World and Australia) 
b : the kernels of sweet com served as a vegetable while. stiU soft and 
milky 4 : a plant that produces com 5 : CORN whiskey 6 a : some- 
thing (as writing, music, or acting) that is corny b : the quality or state 
of being corny : CORNINESS 

^corn vt (1560) 1 : to form iiito grains : granulate .2.a;: to preserve 
or season with salt in grains ' b : to cure or preserve in bruie'containing 
preservatives and often seasohingis <'-^</ beef> 3 : to teed with.com 
(['-^ the horses> . , 

^com n [ME corne, fr. MF, horn, c(Hiier» fr. L comu horn, point — \ more 
at HORN] (1 5c) : a local hardening and thickening of epidermis (as on a 
toe) 

* corn-ball \*k6m-tb61\ n (ca. 1949) : an unsophisticated person; also 

: something corny 

^comball a4^" (1951).: CORNY 

com borer n (1919) : any of several insects. that bore in inaize: as. a 

: EUROPEAN CORN BORER b : SOUTHWESTERN CORN BORER 

com bread n (1750).: bread made with commeal 

com chip n (1950) : a piece of, a dry crisp snack food prepared from a 
seasoned commeal batter 

cora-cob Vk6ra-,kab\ n (1793) 1 : the axis on which the kernels of In- 
dian com are arranged 2 : an ear of Indian com . . - 

corncob pipe n (1832) : a tobacco pipe with a bowl made of a corncob 

com cockfe n (1713) : an annual hairy weed (4&yysternmq,githago') of 
the pink family with purplish red flowers that is' found in.grainfield^ 

cpra-crake X'kom-ikrakV n (15c) : a common Eurasian short-rbilled rail 
(Crcc crex) that frequents grainfields v 

comrcrib \-,krib\ n (1681) : a crib for storing ears of Indian com 

corii dodger n (1834) chiefly Southern & Midland : a cake of com bread 
that is fried, baked, or boiled as a dumpling ; , , : 

com ;dog/t,( 1967) : a frankfurter dipped in comineal batter,, fried, and 
servec) on a stick 

cbr*nea Vk6r-hc-a\ n [ME, fr, ML, fr. L, fenii. of comeiis homy, fr. cor- 
nu\ (14c) : the transparent part of the coat of the eyeball that covers 

. the iris and pupil and adnuts light to the interior -77 see EYE Ulustratipn 
— cor-ne*a] a^' „.. .s^-^.j , .j.. i . .. , 

com ear*>rorm V'ir-|W9rm\ n (1802) : a noctuid moth (fi^oihis.zed) 
whose large striped yellow-headed larva is esp. destructive to Indian 
com, tomatoes, tobacco, and cotton bolls . ... . . , 

cor>Dd \'k6r-n*l, -,nel\ n fultim. fr. h comus cornel cherry tree; akin to 
Gk kranon cornel cherry treel (1551) : ,any of various shrubs or trees 
(geniis Comus} of the dogwood family with very hard wood and periect 
flowers; jpectf : dogwood . , - r : 

cor>ne-lian Vkor-'ncl-yonN n (15c) : carnelian .. . . *. ... 

cpi;*iie*oii$ \'k6r-ne-9s\ a<0' [L comeus} (1646) :,of a homy texture 

'cnr*ii^.\'kdr-n9r\ n [ME, fr. OF comere, fr. come born, corner) (13c) 
l a': the point where converging lines, edges^ or si^s'meet ANCLE . b 

\a\ abut V\ kitten, F table \ar\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \a\ mop, mar 
\au\ out \ch\ chin \e\ bet \e\ easy \g\ go \i\ hit ' \i\ Ice . \j\ Job 
\0\ sing \o\ go ,\6\ law. \6i\ boy \th\ thin \Ui\ the Au\,loat- \u\ foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vi^on \a, k» °» oe, 6e, uc, vc^ ^see Guide>to Pronunciation 



